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Effect of external fields and currents on electronic
nematic ordering with quadrupole moments

Satoru Hayami

Graduate School of Science, Hokkaido University, Sapporo 060-0810, Japan

Abstract

We theoretically investigate the effect of external fields and currents on elec-
tronic nematic orderings based on the concept of augmented multipoles con-
sisting of electric, magnetic, magnetic toroidal, and electric toroidal multipoles.
We show the relation between rank-2 electric quadrupoles and the other multi-
poles, the former of which corresponds to the microscopic order parameter for
the nematic phases. The electric (magnetic) field induces the rank-1 and rank-3
electric (magnetic) multipoles and rank-2 electric toroidal (magnetic toroidal)
quadrupoles, while the electric current induces the rank-1 and rank-3 magnetic
toroidal multipoles and rank-2 magnetic quadrupoles. We classify the active
multipoles under magnetic point groups, which will be a reference to explore
cross-correlation and transport phenomena in nematic phases. As a demonstra-
tion, we show that unconventional symmetric and antisymmetric spin splittings
are brought about by field-induced toroidal multipoles.

Keywords: multipole, nematic ordering, toroidal moment, cross-correlation
response

1. Introduction

The orbital degree of freedom in electrons has attracted much interest in
condensed matter physics, since it becomes a source of unconventional elec-
tronic orderings and their related physical phenomena [1, 2, 3]. Among them,
electronic nematic orderings, which appear through the spontaneous breaking5

of rotational symmetry in solids, have been extensively studied in both the-
ory and experiments [4, 5]. In contrast to magnetic orderings, the breaking of
time-reversal (T ) symmetry is not necessary, and hence, qualitatively distinct
low-energy excitations and physical phenomena are expected. The electronic
nematic states have been discussed in various contexts, such as the Pomer-10

anchuk instability [6, 7, 8], spin nematic state [9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16], and
charge/orbital nematic state [17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23], which have been studied
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in d-electron materials like iron-based superconductors [24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29],
Sr3Ru2O7 [30, 31, 32], and Ba2MgReO6 [33, 34, 35] and f -electron materials,
such as CeB6 [36, 37, 38, 39], PrPb3 [40, 41, 42], PrT2X20 (T = Ir, Rh, X =15

Zn; T = V, X = Al) [43, 44, 45, 46, 47], and CeCoSi [48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54].
Recently, further exotic states coexisting spin and nematic orders have been
suggested, such as the CP2 skyrmion [55, 56, 57, 58] and other multiple-Q
states [59, 60, 61, 62, 63].

The breaking of the rotational symmetry is related to the emergence of mul-20

tipole moments, since the multipoles of rank 1 or higher describe the spatial
anisotropy. The microscopic order parameter in the nematic state can be de-
scribed by the multipole moment; the electric multipole characterized by the
polar tensor with time-reversal even corresponds to the order parameter. For
example, when the fourfold rotational symmetry of the tetragonal system in25

Fig. 1(a) is broken, the order parameter is expressed as the xy component of the
electric quadrupole, Qxy ∝ xy, where the spatial charge distribution is shown
in Fig. 1(b). Such an electric quadrupole breaks neither the spatial inversion
(P) symmetry nor T symmetry.

In the present study, we investigate the effect of the breakings of P and30

T symmetries under the electronic nematic orderings accompanying the elec-
tric quadrupole. Especially, we focus on further symmetry breakings by exter-
nal fields and currents. Based on symmetry and microscopic multipole repre-
sentation analyses [64, 65, 66], we show the coupling between rank-2 electric
quadrupole and external stimuli. As a result, we find that external stimuli in-35

duce various multipole moments through P and/or T symmetry breakings; the
electric (magnetic) field induces the electric (magnetic) dipoles and octupoles,
and electric toroidal (magnetic toroidal) quadrupole, while the electric current
induces the magnetic toroidal dipoles and octupoles, and magnetic quadrupoles.
We discuss the relevant cross-correlation and transport properties in each case.40

Furthermore, we classify the symmetry lowering under these stimuli in terms of
active multipoles. We also show the multipole couplings under external electric
and magnetic fields for the atomic model as an example. In addition, we show
the modification of the spin-split band structure under external fields, which
can be experimentally detected in spin- and angle-resolved photoemission spec-45

troscopy. Our systematic investigation will provide the possibility of not only
acquiring functionalities related to the violation of P and T parities but also
generating and controlling multipole moments under nematic orderings.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Sect. 2, we show active
multipoles induced by external fields and currents under electronic nematic or-50

derings. Then, we classify such field-induced multipoles under magnetic point
groups in Sect. 3. We discuss the multipole couplings in the presence of ex-
ternal fields by considering the atomic model in Sect. 4. We show that the
field-induced magnetic toroidal and electric toroidal multipoles affect the sym-
metric and antisymmetric spin splittings in the band structure, respectively, in55

Sect. 5. Section 6 is devoted to a summary of this paper.
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Figure 1: (a) Example of the orbital state under the tetragonal symmetry, where its shape rep-
resents the spatial charge distribution. (b) The charge distribution of the electric quadrupole
Qxy , which appears as a result of the breaking of fourfold rotational symmetry. (c) The
conversion of the spatial inversion (P) and time-reversal (T ) parities for Qxy ; the opposite P
(T ) parity leads to the electric toroidal quadrupole Gxy (magnetic toroidal quadrupole Txy),
and the opposite P and T lead to the magnetic quadrupole Mxy . The red and blue colors
represent the z component of the positive and negative orbital-angular momentum density,
respectively.

2. Active multipoles under external fields and currents

In this section, we show what types of multipoles emerge by applying the
external fields and currents to the nematic phases. We here focus on the
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electronic-origin nematic phases, which are induced by the ordering degrees60

of freedom in electrons by supposing that the lattice distortion through the
phase transition is small. For that purpose, let us introduce four types of
multipoles for later discussion. Four types of multipoles correspond to the
electric multipole Qlm with the P and T parities of (P, T ) = [(−1)l,+1],
magnetic multipole Mlm with (P, T ) = [(−1)l+1,−1], magnetic toroidal mul-65

tipole Tlm with (P, T ) = [(−1)l,−1], and electric toroidal multipole Glm with
(P, T ) = [(−1)l+1,+1], where l and m represent the rank of multipoles and
its component. These four types of multipole with distinct P and T parities
constitute a complete set in the Hilbert space in electron systems [67, 68]. In
terms of the P and T parities, the electric multipole Qlm, which are described70

by the spherical harmonics, is related to Glm by reversing P, Tlm by reversing
T , and Mlm by reversing both P and T [69, 64, 65]. For example, the coun-
terparts of the electric quadrupole Qxy in the other three multipoles are given
by the electric toroidal quadrupole Gxy, magnetic toroidal quadrupole Txy, and
magnetic quadrupole Mxy, respectively, whose spatial distributions in terms of75

the charge and orbital-angular momentum densities are schematically shown in
Fig. 1(c) [64]; it is noted that the P (T ) symmetry is lost in Gxy (Txy), while
both P and T symmetries are lost in Mxy.

Among these multipoles, the electric quadrupole Q2m = (Qu, Qv, Qyz, Qzx, Qxy) ∝
(3z2 − r2, x2 − y2, yz, zx, xy) under invariant P and T corresponds to the order80

parameter under electronic nematic orderings. For example, the spin-nematic
order parameter SαSβ for α, β = x, y, z is described by a linear combination
of the electric quadrupole. In other words, the rotational symmetry breaking
and its related directional-dependent physical phenomena are attributed to the
appearance of Q2m.85

In the following, we show the coupling between the electric quadrupole and
other multipoles via external fields and currents. First, we show the specific
expressions of their coupling in Sect. 2.1. Then, we apply the results for the
electric field in Sect. 2.2, the magnetic field in Sect. 2.3, and the electric current
in Sect. 2.4.90

2.1. Effect of vector fields

We consider the coupling between the electric quadrupole Q2m and the ex-
ternal vector fields/currents F = (Fx, Fy, Fz) based on the group theory, which
becomes sources of anisotropic responses. Since Q2m and F correspond to the
rank-2 and rank-1 quantities, their product leads to the rank-1 dipole, rank-295

quadrupole, and rank-3 octupole quantities, which are denoted by (Dx,Dy,Dz),
(Qu,Qv,Qyz,Qzx,Qxy), and (Oxyz,Oα

x ,Oα
y ,Oα

z ,Oβ
x ,Oβ

y ,Oβ
z ), respectively.

The rank-1 dipole-type coupling is given by

Dx =

(
− 1√

3
Qu +Qv

)
Fx +QxyFy +QzxFz, (1)

Dy = QxyFx −
(

1√
3
Qu +Qv

)
Fy +QyzFz, (2)
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Table 1: The relationship between the external vector fields F = (Fx, Fy , Fz) and the rank-
1–3 multipoles under the electric quadrupole (EQ) Q2m = (Qu, Qv , Qyz , Qzx, Qxy).

EQ Fx Fy Fz

Qu (Dx, Qyz, Oα,β
x ) (Dy, Qzx, Oα,β

y ) (Dz, Oα
z )

Qv (Dx, Qyz, Oα,β
x ) (Dy, Qzx, Oα,β

y ) (Qxy, Oβ
z )

Qyz (Qu, Qv, Oxyz) (Dz, Qxy, Oα,β
z ) (Dy, Qzx, Oα,β

y )

Qzx (Dz, Qxy, Oα,β
z ) (Qu, Qv, Oxyz) (Dx, Qyz, Oα,β

x )

Qxy (Dy, Qzx, Oα,β
y ) (Dx, Qyz, Oα,β

x ) (Qv, Oxyz)

Dz = QzxFx +QyzFy +
2√
3
QuFz, (3)

where (Dx,Dy,Dy) represent the nonuniform field distinct from the uniform
field (Fx, Fy, Fz), which is referred to as an anisotropic dipole [70]. The rank-2100

quadrupole-type coupling is given by

Qu =
√
3QyzFx −

√
3QzxFy, (4)

Qv = QyzFx +QzxFy − 2QxyFz, (5)

Qyz = −(
√
3Qu +Qv)Fx −QxyFy +QzxFz, (6)

Qzx = QxyFx − (−
√
3Qu +Qv)Fy −QyzFz, (7)

Qxy = −QzxFx +QyzFy + 2QvFz, (8)

and the rank-3 octupole-type coupling is given by

Oxyz = QyzFx +QzxFy +QxyFz, (9)

Oα
x =

√
3

5

[√
3

2
(−Qu +

√
3Qv)Fx −QxyFy −QzxFz

]
, (10)

Oα
y =

√
3

5

[
−QxyFx −

√
3

2
(Qu +

√
3Qv)Fy −QyzFz

]
, (11)

Oα
z =

√
3

5

[
−QzxFx −QyzFy +

√
3QuFz

]
, (12)

Oβ
x = −1

2
(
√
3Qu +Qv)Fx +QxyFy −QzxFz, (13)

Oβ
y = −QxyFx +

1

2
(
√
3Qu −Qv)Fy +QyzFz, (14)

Oβ
z = QzxFx −QyzFy +QvFz, (15)

where the overall numerical coefficient is appropriately taken in each rank for
notational simplicity. D, Q, and O denote any of electric multipole Q, magnetic
multipole M , magnetic toroidal multipole T , and electric toroidal multipole G105

according to the P and T parities in F .
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From these couplings, one finds what types of multipole degrees of freedom
are induced when the external fields and currents are applied under electronic
nematic orderings. The different types of multipoles can be induced depending
on the types of electric quadrupoles and field direction. For example, when the110

expectation value of Qxy is nonzero, the rank-1 dipole Dy, the rank-2 quadrupole
Qzx, and the rank-3 octupoles (Oα

y ,Oβ
y ) are induced by the x-directional field

Fx, while the rank-2 quadrupole Qv and the rank-3 octupole Oxyz are induced
by the z-directional field Fz. We summarize the relationship between F and
induced multipoles under Q2m in Table 1. We discuss the specific multipoles115

induced by external fields and currents in the following subsections.

2.2. Electric field

When F corresponds to the electric field E with the spatial inversion and
time-reversal parities of (P, T ) = (−1,+1), D, Q, and O correspond to the
electric dipole Q1m, electric toroidal quadrupole G2m, and electric octupole120

Q3m, respectively. We discuss several characteristic features by applying E.
For the dipole component Q1m, the transverse electric polarization appears

for (Qyz, Qzx, Qxy) in addition to the conventional longitudinal one. For ex-
ample, the y(x)-directional electric polarization related to Qy (Qx) appears for
Qxy under Ex (Ey). It is noted that this transverse response is symmetric by125

interchanging Ex and Ey, which is in contrast to the antisymmetric rotational
response under the ferroaxial ordering; Qy (Qx) is induced by Ex (Ey) for the
Qxy ordering, while Qy (−Qx) is induced by Ex (Ey) for the ferroaxial or-
dering [71, 72, 73]. Since the electric dipole Q1m leads to the antisymmetric
spin splitting in the electronic band structure, the Edelstein effect, where the130

magnetization is induced by the electric current, can be expected.
Depending onQ2m andE, the dipole component vanishes, but the quadrupole

component is finite, as shown in Table 1. One of the examples is the situa-
tion where Ez is applied to the Qxy state; the electric toroidal quadrupole Gv

is induced. This result indicates that the electric field becomes a conjugate135

field of the electric toroidal quadrupole under the electronic nematic orderings.
Thus, physical phenomena brought about by the electric toroidal quadrupole,
such as the nonlinear Hall effect based on the Berry curvature dipole mecha-
nism [74] and Edelstein effect discussed in materials hosting the electric toroidal
quadrupole [75, 76, 77, 78], are expected.140

2.3. Magnetic field

In the case of the magnetic field F = H with (P, T ) = (+1,−1), the rel-
evant multipoles are rank-1 magnetic dipole M1m, rank-2 magnetic toroidal
quadrupole T2m, and rank-3 magnetic octupole M3m. Similarly to the electric
field, the transverse magnetization related to the magnetic dipole (Mx,My,Mz)145

is expected for the orderings with (Qyz, Qzx, Qxy). In addition, the magnetic
toroidal quadrupole T2m is induced depending on Q2m and H. Since the mag-
netic toroidal quadrupole becomes the origin of the directional-dependent spin
current generation arising from the symmetric-type momentum-dependent spin
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Table 2: The correspondence between external fields/currents and induced multipoles.

F = (Fx, Fy, Fz) D (rank 1) Q (rank 2) O (rank 3)

Electric field E Q1m G2m Q3m

Magnetic field H M1m T2m M3m

Electric current J T1m M2m T3m

splitting in the band structure [79, 80], similar phenomena are also expected150

when the magnetic field is applied to the electronic nematic orderings. More-
over, the rank-3 magnetic octupole is induced through the coupling between
Q2m and H, which has been proposed and observed in CeB6 hosting the elec-
tric quadrupole ordered state [81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87].

2.4. Electric current155

Finally, we consider the case of the electric current, i.e., F = J . Since the
electric current corresponds to the polar vector with time-reversal odd to satisfy
(P, T ) = (−1,−1), the corresponding multipoles to D, Q, and O are the mag-
netic toroidal dipole T1m, magnetic quadrupole M2m, and magnetic toroidal oc-
tupole T3m, respectively, where the magnetic toroidal dipole becomes the origin160

of the linear antisymmetric magneto-electric effect [88, 89, 90, 91] and nonre-
ciprocal transport [92, 93], the magnetic quadrupole leads to the linear sym-
metric magneto-electric effect, current-induced distortion, and nonlinear Hall
effect [94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100], and magnetic toroidal octupole gives rise to
nonreciprocal transport owing to the asymmetric band structure [101].165

In this way, electronic nematic orderings acquire various functionalities ac-
cording to the emergence of multipoles when the external fields and currents
are applied. We summarize the relationship between external fields/currents
and induced multipoles in Table 2. It is noted that the above results can be
applied to other vector fields and currents. For example, the spin current in the170

form of J × σ (σ is the spin polarization vector) is categorized into the case of
F = E. When F corresponds to the time-reversal-even axial vectors, such as
the static rotational distortion, the corresponding multipoles are given by the
electric toroidal dipole for D, electric quadrupole for Q, and electric toroidal
octupole for O.175

3. Classification of field-induced multipoles under point group

In this section, we classify the induced multipoles by external fields and
currents under magnetic point groups by using the group theory; a similar
point-group classification of multipoles in a nematic liquid crystal has also been
performed [102, 103]. We here consider five magnetic point groups, 4/mmm1′,180

6/mmm1′, 3̄m1′, mmm1′, and 2/m1′, where any of electric quadrupoles Q2m

belong to the totally symmetric irreducible representation; the results for other
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Table 3: Multipoles induced by the electric field E = (Ex, Ey , Ez), the magnetic field
H = (Hx, Hy , Hz), and the electric current J = (Jx, Jy , Jz) under the tetragonal magnetic
point group (MPG) 4/mmm1′. We omit the multipoles for the electric monopole and the
electric toroidal octupole for simplicity.

F MPG multipoles

— 4/mmm1′ Qu

Ex 2mm1′ Qx, Qv, Q
α
x , Q

β
x , Gyz

Ey m2m1′ Qy, Qv, Q
α
y , Q

β
y , Gzx

Ez 4mm1′ Qz, Q
α
z

Hx mm′m′ Qv, Mx, M
α
x , M

β
x , Tyz

Hy m′mm′ Qv, My, M
α
y , M

β
y , Tzx

Hz 4/mm′m′ Mz, M
α
z

Jx m′mm Qv, Tx, T
α
x , T

β
x , Myz

Jy mm′m Qv, Ty, T
α
y , T

β
y , Mzx

Jz 4/m′mm Tz, T
α
z

Table 4: Multipoles induced by E = (Ex, Ey , Ez), H = (Hx, Hy , Hz), and J = (Jx, Jy , Jz)
under the hexagonal magnetic point group (MPG) 6/mmm1′. We omit the multipoles for the
electric monopole and the electric toroidal octupole for simplicity.

F MPG multipoles

— 6/mmm1′ Qu

Ex 2mm1′ Qx, Qv, Q
α
x , Q

β
x , Gyz

Ey m2m1′ Qy, Qv, Q
α
y , Q

β
y , Gzx

Ez 6mm1′ Qz, Q
α
z

Hx mm′m′ Qv, Mx, M
α
x , M

β
x , Tyz

Hy m′mm′ Qv, My, M
α
y , M

β
y , Tzx

Hz 6/mm′m′ Mz, M
α
z

Jx m′mm Qv, Tx, T
α
x , T

β
x , Myz

Jy mm′m Qv, Ty, T
α
y , T

β
y , Mzx

Jz 6/m′mm Tz, T
α
z

magnetic point groups can be straightforwardly obtained by using the compat-
ible relations between the above groups and subgroups [104]. In each point
group, we show the symmetry reduction by the electric field E = (Ex, Ey, Ez),185

the magnetic field H = (Hx,Hy,Hz), and the electric current J = (Jx, Jy, Jz),
and present the induced multipoles. The notations of the crystal axes and the
multipoles are followed by Ref. [104]. We show the results for the tetragonal
magnetic point group 4/mmm1′ in Table 3, the hexagonal magnetic point group
6/mmm1′ in Table 4, the trigonal magnetic point group 3̄m1′ in Table 5, the190

orthorhombic magnetic point group mmm1′ in Table 6, and the monoclinic
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Table 5: Multipoles induced by E = (Ex, Ey , Ez), H = (Hx, Hy , Hz), and J = (Jx, Jy , Jz)
under the trigonal magnetic point group (MPG) 3̄m1′. We omit the multipoles for the electric
monopole, the electric toroidal dipole, and the electric toroidal octupole for simplicity.

F MPG multipoles

— 3̄m1′ Qu

Ex m1′ Qx, Qz, Qv, Qzx, Q
α
x , Q

α
z , Q

β
x , Q

β
z , Gyz, Gxy

Ey 21′ Qy, Qv, Qzx, Qxyz, Q
α
y , Q

β
y , G0, Gu, Gv, Gzx

Ez 3m1′ Qz, Q
α
z , Q3a

Hx 2′/m′ Qv, Qzx, Mx, Mz, M
α
x , M

α
z , M

β
x , M

β
z , Tyz, Txy

Hy 2/m Qv, Qzx, My, Mxyz, M
α
y , M

β
y , T0, Tu, Tv, Tzx

Hz 3̄m′ Mz, M
α
z , M3a

Jx 2′/m Qv, Qzx, Tx, Tz, T
α
x , T

α
z , T

β
x , T

β
z , Myz, Mxy

Jy 2/m′ Qv, Qzx, Ty, Txyz, T
α
y , T

β
y , M0, Mu, Mv, Mzx

Jz 3̄′m Tz, T
α
z , T3a

Table 6: Multipoles induced by E = (Ex, Ey , Ez), H = (Hx, Hy , Hz), and J = (Jx, Jy , Jz)
under the orthorhombic magnetic point group (MPG) mmm1′. We omit the multipoles for
the electric monopole and the electric toroidal octupole for simplicity.

F MPG multipoles

— mmm1′ Qu, Qv

Ex 2mm1′ Qx, Q
α
x , Q

β
x , Gyz

Ey m2m1′ Qy, Q
α
y , Q

β
y , Gzx

Ez mm21′ Qz, Q
α
z , Q

β
z , Gxy

Hx mm′m′ Mx, M
α
x , M

β
x , Tyz

Hy m′mm′ My, M
α
y , M

β
y , Tzx

Hz m′m′m Mz, M
α
z , M

β
z , Txy

Jx m′mm Tx, T
α
x , T

β
x , Myz

Jy mm′m Ty, T
α
y , T

β
y , Mzx

Jz mmm′ Tz, T
α
z , T

β
z , Mxy

magnetic point group 2/m1′ in Table 7.
We discuss the result for 4/mmm1′ in Table 3, where the electric quadrupole

Qu belongs to the totally symmetric irreducible representation. When the
x-directional electric field Ex is applied, the electric dipole Qx, the electric195

quadrupoleQv, the electric octupoles (Q
α
x , Q

β
x), and the electric toroidal quadrupole

Gyz are induced. Among them, (Qx, Gyz, Q
α
x , Q

α
y ) results from the coupling

between Qu and Ex, as shown in Table 1. Meanwhile, the remaining Qv is
secondary induced through the symmetry lowering by the breaking of the four-
fold rotational symmetry. When the x-directional magnetic field Hx is applied,200

the multipoles with opposite P and T parities, (Mx, Tyz,M
α
x ,M

β
x ), are induced

except for Qv. Similarly, the x-directional electric current Jx induces the multi-
poles with the opposite T parity, (Tx,Myz, T

α
x , T

β
x ), are induced except for Qv.

9



Table 7: Multipoles induced by E = (Ex, Ey , Ez), H = (Hx, Hy , Hz), and J = (Jx, Jy , Jz)
under the monoclinic magnetic point group (MPG) 2/m1′. We omit the multipoles for the
electric monopole, the electric toroidal dipole, and the electric toroidal octupole for simplicity.

F MPG multipoles

— 2/m1′ Qu, Qv, Qzx

Ex, Ez m1′ Qx, Qz, Q
α
x , Q

α
z , Q

β
x , Q

β
z , Gyz, Gxy

Ey 21′ Qy, Qxyz, Q
α
y , Q

β
y , G0, Gu, Gv, Gzx

Hx, Hz 2′/m′ Mx, Mz, M
α
x , M

α
z , M

β
x , M

β
z , Tyz, Txy

Hy 2/m My, Mxyz, M
α
y , M

β
y , T0, Tu, Tv, Tzx

Jx, Jz 2′/m Tx, Tz, T
α
x , T

α
z , T

β
x , T

β
z , Myz, Mxy

Jy 2/m′ Ty, Txyz, T
α
y , T

β
y , M0, Mu, Mv, Mzx

These results are consistent with the results in Sect. 2. In this way, Eqs. (1)–
(15) provide useful information to deduce the multipoles by external fields and205

currents under the electronic nematic orderings with the electric quadrupole.

4. Multipole couplings in atomic model

In this section, we briefly discuss the symmetry-allowed multipole couplings
induced by external fields in Sect. 2 by using an atomic model. We consider the
single-site atomic Hamiltonian under the point group mmm1′, which is given210

by

H = −∆Qv − h(E) ·Q− h(M) ·M , (16)

where the first term represents the effect of the crystalline electric field under
mmm1′; we ignore the effect of Qu for simplicity. The second term represents

the effect of the external electric field with h(E) = (h
(E)
x , h

(E)
y , 0), where we

mimic such an effect as the coupling to the electric dipole Q. The third term215

represents the effect of the external magnetic field h(M) = (h
(M)
x , h

(M)
y , 0), which

couples to the magnetic dipole M .
First, we consider the effect of the electric field by setting h(M) = 0. We

consider the p–d orbital system so that the electric dipole (Qx, Qy) and the elec-
tric toroidal quadrupole (Gyz, Gzx) are included in the physical Hilbert space.220

The matrix elements for these multipoles as well as the electric quadrupole Qv

are given by

Qv =
1

35



7
√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 −7
√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 −10 0 0 0
0 0 0 −10 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 −5
√
3 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 5
√
3 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0


,
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Figure 2: Electric field dependence of electric dipoles (Qx, Qy) and electric toroidal
quadrupoles (Gyz , Gzx) in the model in Eq. (16) for h(M) = 0 and ∆ = 1. The field di-
rection is taken along the x direction in (a) and the y direction in (b).

Qx =
1√
15



0 0 0 −1
√
3 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0
√
3

0 0 0 0 0 0
√
3 0

−1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0
√
3 0 0 0 0 0

0
√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0


,

Qy =
1√
15



0 0 0 0 0 0 0
√
3

0 0 0 −1 −
√
3 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0
√
3 0 0

0 −1 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 −
√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0
√
3 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0


,
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Gyz =
2

3
√
15



0 0 0 −
√
3 −1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 −1
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

−
√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

−1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0
0 −1 0 0 0 0 0 0


,

Gzx =
2

3
√
15



0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

0 0 0
√
3 −1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 −1 0 0

0
√
3 0 0 0 0 0 0

0 −1 0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 −1 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0


, (17)

where the basis is represented by {ϕx, ϕy, ϕz, ϕu, ϕv, ϕyz, ϕzx, ϕxy}; (ϕx, ϕy, ϕz)
denotes the three p-orbital wave functions and (ϕu, ϕv, ϕyz, ϕzx, ϕxy) denotes
the five d-orbital wave functions. The subscript u and v stand for 3z2 − r2 and225

x2 − y2, respectively.
We show the expectation values of the electric dipole Qx and the electric

toroidal quadrupole Gyz, ⟨Qx⟩ and ⟨Gyz⟩, against h
(E)
x in Fig. 2(a). We set

∆ = 1, h
(E)
y = 0, and the temperature T = 0.1. One finds that ⟨Gyz⟩ becomes

nonzero for h
(E)
x ̸= 0, which indicates that the external electric field induces230

the electric toroidal quadrupole, as expected from the symmetry argument in
Sect. 2 [105]. We also show the results under the y-directional electric field in

Fig. 2(b) by setting h
(E)
x = 0 and h

(E)
y ̸= 0, where ⟨Qy⟩ and ⟨Gzx⟩ are induced

instead of ⟨Qx⟩ and ⟨Gyz⟩. The different values of ⟨Qx⟩ and ⟨Qy⟩ are attributed
to the fourfold symmetry breaking under the orthorhombic crystalline electric235

field Qv. Indeed, we confirm that ⟨Qx⟩ under h(E)
x is equal to ⟨Qy⟩ under h(E)

y

when ∆ = 0.
Next, we consider the effect of the magnetic field by setting h(E) = 0. We

consider the s–d orbital system, where the relevant multipole matrix elements
in the following calculations are given by240

Qv =
1

7
√
5



0 0 7 0 0 0

0 0 −2
√
5 0 0 0

7 −2
√
5 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 −
√
15 0 0

0 0 0 0
√
15 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

 ,
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Figure 3: Magnetic field dependence of magnetic dipoles (Mx,My) and magnetic toroidal
quadrupoles (Tyz , Tzx) in the model in Eq. (16) for h(E) = 0 and ∆ = 1. The field direction
is taken along the x direction in (a) and the y direction in (b).

Mx =



0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 i
√
3 0 0

0 0 0 i 0 0

0 −i
√
3 −i 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 i
0 0 0 0 −i 0

 ,

My =



0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 −i
√
3 0

0 0 0 0 i 0
0 0 0 0 0 −i

0 i
√
3 −i 0 0 0

0 0 0 i 0 0

 ,

Tyz =
1

2
√
5


0 0 0 i 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
−i 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

 ,
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Tzx =
1

2
√
5


0 0 0 0 i 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
−i 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0

 , (18)

where the basis is represented by {ϕs, ϕu, ϕv, ϕyz, ϕzx, ϕxy}; ϕs represents the
s-orbital wave function.

Figure 3(a) shows the x-directional magnetic field dependence of expectation
values of the magnetic dipole Mx and magnetic toroidal quadrupole Tyz for

∆ = 1, h
(M)
y = 0, and T = 0.1. The magnetic toroidal quadrupole ⟨Tyz⟩245

becomes nonzero for h
(M)
x ̸= 0 as expected from the symmetry argument in

Sect. 2.1 [105]. Furthermore, one finds that a different component of magnetic
toroidal quadrupole, Tzx, is induced when the magnetic field direction changes
from the x direction to the y direction, as shown in Fig. 3(b). Similarly to
the case of the electric field, the behaviors of Mx and My are different from250

each other owing to the lack of fourfold rotational symmetry under Qv. In this
way, the coupling between the magnetic field and magnetic toroidal quadrupole
occurs in the microscopic model when the orbital degrees of freedom are taken
into account.

Let us comment on a candidate system to realize such a situation. Since255

both electric toroidal quadrupole and magnetic toroidal quadrupole are active
in the hybridized-orbital space, the situation with a small energy splitting be-
tween p and d or s and d orbitals is desirable. This indicates that the materials
containing heavier elements with a smaller energy difference are candidate ma-
terials. On the other hand, the above electric toroidal quadrupole and magnetic260

toroidal quadrupole are also activated by other degrees of freedom in solids.
For example, a particular type of bond modulation is related to the electric
toroidal quadrupole as found in Cd2Re2O7 [106, 76, 107, 108] and that of anti-
ferromagnetic structure is related to the magnetic toroidal quadrupole as found
in CoF2 [109, 79]. Thus, one has a possibility of searching for the emergence265

of these active multipoles through not only the atomic-scale but also cluster
electronic degrees of freedom.

5. Spin splitting under external fields

Although the direct observation of the higher-order and/or toroidal-type
multipoles under external fields and currents is often difficult in experiments,270

one can find the appearance of these multipoles by looking into electronic band
structures and physical phenomena. In order to demonstrate that, we consider
a fundamental tight-binding model consisting of the s and two (px, py) orbitals
on a two-dimensional square lattice (the lattice constant is set as unity), which
is given by275

H =
∑

kνν′σσ′

c†kνσ[δσσ′Hσ(k) + δσσ′hvHv − δσσ′HHz
M − EHz

E ]
νν′

σσ′ckν′σ′ , (19)
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(a) 4/mmm1’ (b) mmm1’

Figure 4: Isoenergy surfaces under (a) the 4/mmm1′ symmetry for hv = 0 and (b) the
mmm1′ symmetry for hv = 0.5 at the chemical potential µ = 3.3. The other model parameters
are tσ = 1, tπ = 0.5, txy = 0.3, ts = 0.8, tsp = 0.6, and λ = 0.2.

where c†kνσ and ckνσ are creation and annihilation operators at wave vector k,
orbital ν = s, px, py, and spin σ, respectively. The 3×3 matrix Hσ(k) appearing
in the first term in Eq. (19) is represented by

Hσ(k) =

 2ts(cos kx + cos ky) −2itsp sin kx −2itsp sin ky
2itsp sin kx 2(tσ cos kx + tπ cos ky) 2txy sin kx sin ky − iσλ
2itsp sin ky 2txy sin kx sin ky + iσλ 2(tσ cos ky + tπ cos kx)

 ,

(20)

where the basis is given by (ϕsσ, ϕxσ, ϕyσ), which denotes the s-, px-, and py-
orbital wave functions with the spin degree of freedom σ, respectively. ts, tsp,280

(tσ, tπ), txy, and λ represent the hopping between s orbitals, hopping between
s and (px, py) orbitals, hopping between px or py orbitals, hopping between
px and py orbitals, and atomic spin–orbit coupling, respectively. We omit the
atomic energy term for s and p orbitals, since it does not affect the following
result. The second term in Eq. (19) represents the symmetry-lowering crystalline285

electric field to the mmm1′ symmetry, which split the energy levels in terms of
the px and py orbitals. The matrix Hv is given by

Hv =

 0 0 0
0 1 0
0 0 −1

 . (21)

It is noted that the symmetry of the model corresponds to 4/mmm1′ for hv = 0
and mmm1′ for hv ̸= 0. The third term in Eq. (19) represents the effect of the
magnetic field along the z direction. We consider the Zeeman coupling for the290

s orbital without loss of generality, whose Hamiltonian matrix Hz
M is given by

Hz
M =

 σ 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0

 . (22)
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Figure 5: Isoenergy surfaces under (a, c, e) the 4/mmm1′ symmetry for hv = 0 and (b, d,
f) the mmm1′ symmetry for hv = 0.5 at the chemical potential µ = 3.3. The results in (a,
b) show the symmetric spin splitting induced by the magnetic field H = 0.2, while those in
(c, d, e, f) show the antisymmetric spin splitting induced by the electric field E = 0.2. The
other model parameters are tσ = 1, tπ = 0.5, txy = 0.3, ts = 0.8, tsp = 0.6, and λ = 0.2. The
color map shows the spin polarization of (a, b) the z, (c, d) x, and (e, f) y components at
each wave vector.

The fourth term in Eq. (19) represents the effect of the electric field along the z
direction. We mimic the effect of the electric field as the coupling to the electric
dipole degree of freedom in the system for simplicity, which is included in the
s-p-orbital space as a spin-dependent form [110]. The matrix Hz

E is given by295

Hz
E =


0 0 0 0 1 −i
0 0 0 −1 0 0
0 0 0 i 0 0
0 −1 −i 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0 0
i 0 0 0 0 0

 , (23)

where the basis is given by (ϕs↑, ϕx↑, ϕy↑, ϕs↓, ϕx↓, ϕy↓).
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Figure 4(a) shows the isoenergy surfaces under the 4/mmm1′, i.e., hv = 0.
The other model parameters are set as tσ = 1, tπ = 0.5, txy = 0.3, ts =
0.8, tsp = 0.6, λ = 0.2, H = 0, and E = 0. The isoenergy surfaces are
fourfold symmetric owing to the tetragonal symmetry. When the effect of the300

orthorhombic distortion is introduced by taking hv ̸= 0, the symmetry of the
system is lowered into mmm1′; the isoenergy surfaces are deformed so as to
break the fourfold rotational symmetry, as shown in Fig. 4(b).

We show the change of the isoenergy surfaces when either the magnetic field
H or the electric field E is applied in Fig. 5. Both results in Figs. 5(a) and305

5(b) in the presence of H exhibit the symmetric spin splitting in terms of the
z-spin component in the isoenergy surface, although their functional forms are
different from each other. In the case of 4/mmm1′ in Fig. 5(a), the symmetric
spin splitting is fourfold-symmetric, while it is twofold-symmetric in the case
of mmm1′ in Fig. 5(b). Especially, one finds that the small isoenergy surface310

with the negative z-spin polarization around k = (0, 0) is elongated along the
y direction in Fig. 5(b), which means that an additional component from the
Zeeman splitting inducing the uniform spin splitting happens. Indeed, such
a symmetric spin splitting is understood by considering the emergence of the
magnetic toroidal quadrupole Txy, which becomes the origin of the symmetric315

spin splitting in the form of −(k2x−k2y)σx for kz = 0 [65]; the result is consistent
with the symmetry analysis in Table 6. Thus, the application of the magnetic
field to the electronic nematic ordering leads to unconventional symmetric spin
splitting, which can be an indirect probe of the magnetic toroidal quadrupole.

Next, we discuss the result when the electric field E is applied. As shown in320

Figs. 5(c) and 5(e), the Rashba-type antisymmetric spin splitting in the form
of kxσy − kyσx is found under the 4/mmm1′ symmetry. This is attributed to
the activation of the electric dipole degree of freedom, which is directly coupled
to the electric field. On the other hand, one finds an additional antisymmetric
spin splitting in the case of the mmm1′ symmetry according to the inequivalence325

between kx and ky directions, as shown in Figs. 5(d) and 5(f), which indicates
the contribution from the electric toroidal quadrupole Gxy with the functional
form of kxσy + kyσx. This is also consistent with the symmetry analysis in
Table 6. Thus, the emergence of the electric toroidal quadrupole can be detected
by looking into the antisymmetric spin-split band structure in spin- and angle-330

resolved photoemission spectroscopy.

6. Summary

We have investigated the nature of the electronic nematic orderings by fo-
cusing on the effect of external fields and currents accompanying the breakings
of the spatial inversion and/or time-reversal symmetries. Based on the multi-335

pole representation consisting of four-type multipoles, we showed the conditions
to activate rank-1 dipole, rank-2 quadrupole, and rank-3 octupole moments
with distinct spatial inversion and time-reversal parities. In contrast to the
conventional isotropic system, the nematic states characterized by the electric
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quadrupole exhibit peculiar responses to external stimuli according to the in-340

duced unconventional multipoles; the electric toroidal quadrupole, the magnetic
toroidal quadrupole, and the magnetic quadrupole are induced by the electric
field, magnetic field, and electric current. We also summarized the classifica-
tion of multipoles under several magnetic point groups in a systematic way. We
demonstrate the emergence of unconventional multipole moments in external345

fields by analyzing the atomic multi-orbital model. Moreover, we show that
the effect of the field-induced multipoles can be detected by the spin-split band
structure. Our results provide further exploration of characteristic physical phe-
nomena under electronic nematic orderings by external fields and currents.
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