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Demand and Supply of Hokkaido Rice
since the “Abolition of Acreage Reduction” and the COVID-19 Crisis

Harutomo KOIKE-AIHARA*
Rakunou Gakuen University

Summary
The rice market witnessed a major reform of the supply and demand adjustment system. Due to

the COVID-19 crisis, the way rice is consumed and purchased changed significantly. Additionally,

the supply and demand trends of rice indicate that demand decreased significantly since the

"abolition of acreage reduction,” while the supply was not sufficiently suppressed. Demand for

rice consumption and sales increased temporarily during the COVID-19 crisis but decreased

subsequently, due to a reactionary tendency. For supply and demand adjustment system in the

future, it is crucial to divide the planted area of rice for staple food, adjust supply and demand

through inventory storage, and support the use of paddy fields by the government.
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