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A Legal Sociological Study of the Third-Party Investigation
System After a Child's Suicide:
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Abstract

This paper is based on interviews with the bereaved family of a student who committed
suicide at a private junior high school. Through this research, to examine the reality of the
after-action by schools that the bereaved families faced, as well as issues related to third-
party investigations and the “Guidelines for background research on child suicides” that
stipulate such investigations. It also aimed to examine how the bereaved families themselves
resisted and overcame these realities and issues. The interviews revealed the limitations of
the basic survey, which is conducted immediately after a case occurs and is initiated by the
school and/or school corporation. It also became clear that for the bereaved families, the
significance of receiving the third-party investigation report is related to “making memorial

services,” “sending out messages,” and “protecting the honor” of their own children.



