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Rethinking Moral Education Theory:
Reflecting on the Upgrading of “Morality Period” to a Formal Subject
after the End of the “Moral Bubble”
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Abstract

In Japanese school education, the 2010s saw a major change in “Morality Period,” the
Japanese-style moral education system. A new “Special Subject” called “a Special Subject
(hereinafter referred to as the “Morality Period”)” has been established. The birth of the
“Special Subject” involved powerful political forces.

The author of this paper teaches a course on “Theory of Moral Education” in the teacher-
training course at Hokkaido University. “Special Subject” was examined by utilizing
the outcomes of my lectures and insights from Social System theory. The points under
consideration are as follows:

1. How did the researchers who worked to establish the “Special Subject” later reflect on
it? They evaluated: teachers' expectations for moral education were initially high but then
rapidly diminished.

2. The establishment of the “Special Subject” was driven by the need to Countermeasures
Against Bullying. The relationship between anti-bullying measures at the time of
establishment and “Special Subject,” as well as subsequent changes, were examined. Initially,
the “Special Subject” was promoted as an effective measure against bullying. However, no
one believes that anymore.

3. Currently, a research group is discussing how to modify the “Special Subject” in the
next curriculum guidelines. After careful consideration, it became clear that the foundation
of the concept of “Special Subject” is rooted in Japanese-style moral education. Therefore,
unless this fundamental concept is altered, making changes will be difficult.

Following deliberation, it was concluded that “Special Subject” should be incorporated
into “the Period for Integrated Studies” to create a new form of “Period for Inquiry-Based

Learning”.



