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Journal of Japanese Language and International Education Studies No.29 (2026)

Practice of Narrative Through the “Tree of Life” in an
Intercultural Co-learning Class

KONDO, Hiromu

This paper reports on narrative practices using the “Tree of Life”
in an Intercultural Co-learning Class “Hearing and Telling Life
Stories.” It first explains the background, overview, and actual
instruction of the practice. Next, through analysis and consideration of
20 final reports, it discusses what insights and learning experiences
the students felt they gained from this practice. The analysis and
discussion generate five categories from 29 key points extracted from
the final reports: “Organizing Experiences, Life, and Thoughts,” “Self-
Understanding,” “Mutual Understanding,” “Learning and the Future,”
and “Understanding and Interest in Narrative.” It then explores how
this practice may promote student empowerment and contribute to
developing intercultural competence as a competency for coexistence
and collaboration within international co-learning courses. Finally, the
paper closes by suggesting future challenges and prospects, which
include collecting more multifaceted comments from participants
about this practice, and positioning the “Tree of Life” practice within
the context of Japanese language education for further contribution to
international education. This practice report presents a valuable
resource for educators considering incorporating narratives into
international collaborative classes as they develop their own practices.
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