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Japanese Language Class for Indian Women in Urakawa Town:
Exploring Approaches to Supporting Learners with Limited
Educational Opportunities

HIRATA, Miki and KONDO, Hiromu

This paper discusses the “Japanese Language Class for Indian
Women in Urakawa Town" project conducted in 2024 and 2025, based
on interviews with instructors who participated in the project. In
Urakawa Town and other municipalities in the Hidaka region, the
number of Indian workers engaged in the thoroughbred breeding and
their spouses has been increasing. Many of these spouses have had
no prior experience learning Japanese and have little interaction with
the local community. To support these women's independent lives,
the authors implemented this project. Through the practice, it became
clear that, unlike typical beginner learners, the use of their native
language was indispensable in class, and understanding classroom
activities such as role-play in imagined situations was difficult for
them. This paper aims to share the practical insights gained from the
project by reporting on the issues that emerged during the first year
of the class, the measures taken in the second year, and the remaining
challenges.
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