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Ritual Path Beginning with Qumaqan

(House Deity)

— A Field Investigation of the 2023 Maljeveq
(Five-Year Festival) in the Tjuabar Tribe —

Yi-Chia TUNG*

ABSTRACT
The Maljeveq (Five-Year Festival) of the Tjuabar (Tsutsan) community in Taitung, Taiwan has continued
without interruption to the present day, despite undergoing various changes in response to external
political and social environments, and has preserved its ceremonial culture in a comparatively complete
form. Within Paiwan society, the Maljeveq is the most representative collective ritual. Previous research
has primarily focused on the festival’s origins, the sequence of its rites, the principal deities involved,
and the symbolic significance of ritual objects. In contrast, little attention has been given to Qumaqan (the
house deity), a central presence that permeates the festival from beginning to end and serves as both the
starting and concluding point of the ritual. This omission remains a significant issue for scholarship.
Accordingly, this study analyzes the three stages of ritual prayers performed on the main day of the
2023 Maljeveq in the Tjuabar tribe: the “household prayer,” the “house-by-house shielding,” and the
“return-home prayer.” Through a close examination of these stages, the research clarifies the crucial role
that Qumaqan plays in the Maljeveq and reveals the Paiwan people’s traditional belief system rooted in
the concept of the “house.” This article not only fills a gap in prior studies regarding Qumagqan but also
seeks to offer a new perspective for interpreting this deity.

Keywords: Paiwan, Tjuabar Tribe, Qumaqgan (House Deity), Maljeveq (Five-Year Festival), Ritual
Trajectory
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