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Retirement Intentions and Management Transitions of
Elderly Farmers without Successors:
A Case Study of The Town of Kuriyama, Hokkaido

Sara TAKEUCHI, Mamoru ITABASHI*

Summary

The purpose of this study is to clarify the consciousness regarding farming retirement and
management transitions, including the management status and farming motivations of elderly farmers
aged 65 and over without successors, through case studies of six farms in Kuriyama Town, Hokkaido. The
case farms primarily cultivated rice while also growing multiple crops. Their average cultivated area was 9
hectares, with average annual sales reaching approximately 15 million yen. Management downsizing was
carried out partially in response to declining physical strength, starting with labor-intensive items, such as
greenhouse vegetables and distant farmlands. Furthermore, once the absence of a successor was
confirmed, farmers no longer intended to expand and instead shifted their management toward
maintaining or downsizing. Their farming motivations were found to be a complex mix of economic,
personal fulfillment, and social role factors. Notably, in cases where potential successor candidates existed,
one case farmer exhibited high motivation and an intention to expand the scale of the farm, despite
acknowledging the current absence of a successor. Regarding the timing of retirement, while those in their
late 70s targeted the age of 80, some expressed an intention to continue farming as long as their physical
health permitted.

Key words : Elderly farmer, Retirement, Farmer without successors, Hokkaido agriculture
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