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Yosaburo Takekoshi’s Colonial Policy Concept:
Focusing on the Theory of Soroban-kanjo

Shiewen MA

(Graduate School of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hokkaido University)

This paper clarifies Yosaburo Takekoshi’'s theory of Soroban-kanjo (“abacus calculation”), while
providing a comparative analysis with Tetsutaro Miura’s theory of Sho-Nihon-shugi (“Small
Japanism”). The study highlights two primary points.

The first concerns the structure of the colonial policy theory conceived and formulated by
Takekoshi: its two pillars were fiscal independence as the fundamental principle of colonial
administration, and an investment standard set at 10% to 15% of the trade volume between the
metropole and its colonies. Within this framework, Takekoshi developed a theory of colonial division
of labor, conceptualizing Taiwan, Korea, South Manchuria, and Southeast Asia as a single organic
entity.

The second concerns the relationship between Takekoshi's theory of liberal imperialism and
Miura’s theory of Sho-Nihon-shugi. Despite their generational gap, the arguments of these two
thinkers, both influenced by the British Liberal Party, were surprisingly similar around the time of

the Russo-Japanese War. However, when Miura began to criticize imperialism, their trajectories
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diverged significantly. Nevertheless, their specific policy positions were not as irreconcilable as
Miura had assumed. For example, the argument that colonial administration incurs economic
losses—a key tenet of Sho-Nihon-shugi thinkers—can also be found in Takekoshi’'s writings. Yet,
bound by his nationalist sentiments, he continued to advocate for maintaining or even expanding
colonial rule, despite his concerns about these economic disadvantages.

Ultimately, Takekoshi's awareness of these economic disadvantages, which constituted an
element of his Soroban-kanjo theory, did not lead to a theoretical critique of imperialism. Instead, it
functioned as a rationalization that reinforced his long-advocated Nanshin-ron (Southern Expansion
Doctrine) —a strategic framework that served as the underpinning of imperial Japan’s

administration of Korea and Manchuria.



