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The Presence of Japan in Anton Chekhov “Sakhalin Island”

Rino OTANI

(Graduate School of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hokkaido University)

This paper aims to clarify how Japan and the Japanese are depicted in Anton Chekhov’s
“Sakhalin Island” (1895). In “Sakhalin Island”, Chekhov questions the Japanese attitude regarding
the sovereignty of Sakhalin. However, when describing the Japanese he actually interacted with, he
emphasizes positive impressions and friendly encounters. Furthermore, it focuses on the
relationship between the Japanese (Wajin) and the Ainu, examining imperialism and colonialism on
Sakhalin. Chekhov went to Sakhalin with preconceived impressions formed from his research about
the Japanese (Wajin), the Ainu, and their relationships, and wrote “Sakhalin Island” by synthesizing
his research with his experiences on the island. Prior to “Sakhalin Island”, literary works often
adhered to fixed negative images among the island’s diverse inhabitants. However, in literary
works following “Sakhalin Island” the image of Japanese military personnel and civilians changed,

and the “liberation” from Japanese rule by Russia became emphasized.



