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Abstract

This lecture discussed trends in ‘quality assurance’ in teacher training and challenges facing teacher
training programmes, drawing on field inspections and the history of institutional reforms. Since the
2000s, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) has introduced field
inspections in response to declining standards in teacher training programmes and breaches of regulations.
These inspections highlighted issues such as a shortage of full-time teaching staff, deficiencies in the
curriculum, and a lack of accountability across universities as a whole. Furthermore, through the introduc-
tion of a core curriculum and the re—accreditation of teacher training programmes, control over education—
al content and academic staff performance was strengthened, thereby tightening the management of teacher
training. On the other hand, there is a marked tendency for theoretical learning and specialist expertise to
be neglected, driven by a trend towards training teachers to be immediately effective in the classroom
and an emphasis on internships. In recent years, the decline in the number of prospective teachers, early
career attrition and teacher shortages have become increasingly severe, leading to a rise in the number of
unlicensed teachers and a relaxation of regulations. Against this backdrop, autonomous quality assurance
measures within universities, such as the introduction of self-assessment and evaluation, have been imple-
mented; however, those on the ground are struggling to cope. To bridge the gap between the system and

the realities on the ground, it is necessary to re—examine the nature of teacher training.

Keywords : Teacher training, field visits, re-accreditation, core curriculum for teacher training

programmes, self-assessment and evaluation






