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A Sociological Sketch of the Lives of People with Visual Impairments
in Urban Areas

Shun UETA, Takashi YAMASAKI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to provide a sociological sketch of the lives of people with visual
impairments, based on the findings of an intensive fieldwork study conducted with four men who are
visually impaired.

The results of the study revealed the following three points: 1) The lives of people with visual
impairments are constituted as territories with a certain defined scope, centered on the route connecting
their homes and workplaces, from which routes branch out like branches and leaves—extending from
the workplace or home at either end, or from points along the way—to facilities necessary for daily life.
2) This territory is divided into two categories: the “action territory,” which represents the range within
which individuals can move independently, and the “cognitive territory,” which consists of knowledge
and mental maps regarding the broader urban spatial structure; the latter can be transformed into an
action territory through collaboration with others. 3) The two types of memory—life memory and
situational memory—related to the action territory, which reflects daily necessities, can be mutually

transformed by changes in daily life.

Key Words
Action /" Perception Territory, Everyday life ~ On-the-Spot Memory, Collaborative Practice,

Reciprocal Conversion






